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hear perpetual complaints, which from our distance from the post, we can neither enquire into, nor remedy. We must, therefore, beg you will proceed to the post, and strictly examine into all circumstances there; in which wTe mean to include, the character, abilities, and so far as you can judge, the conduct of the officers, who are not necessary; what work is done in a given time; the situation of the buildings, and stores, and in short, every thing you deem necessary, to enable you to make to us a full report. We depend much on your information, to enable us to adjust the business at Springfield, which seems to have been confused and clogged by a clashing of power among the principal officers, either real or assumed; and a feud too, imprudently kept alive, between the artificers, and the inhabitants of the place. As we wish to make reformations to save expense, we shall be glad of your ready compliance with our request, and the more especially, as we have detained a sum of money, destined for the works at Springfield, until better convinced of the prudence with which it will be disbursed, and the necessity of its advance. Your travelling charges will be borne. We shall be glad of a report in writing. We are, Sir,
With much esteem,
Your very Obed't Servants,
RICHAKD PETERS.
By Order.* CoL JOHN LAMB,
Surveyor Ordnance.
All other branches of this order, were more agreeable to the feelings of Col. Lamb, than the inquisitorial part; but it was not in his nature to decline any public service, however unpleasant. He proceeded to execute the preliminary duties assigned him, previous to his orders, and on his arrival at Springfield, he found that the apprehensions of the board, had not been merely conjectural. The greatest disorder prevailed in every branch of the department, and numerous schemes of peculation were exhausting the appropriations of the government;! artizans were kept in the pay of the public, whose services, were more necessary to the emolu-
*Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.          fldem.
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